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Potsonit

from the Editor

ID YOU ever stop to ask: “How far may I safely
D go, in doing what 1 want but know I oxght

not?”

In this column, where I can talk personally with
our readers, I like to discuss things which give us
something to think about.

Do you remember reading about an Old Testa-
ment character by the name of Balaam, who, as you
read in the Book of Revelation (second chapter), in
the words of Christ, caused ancient Israel to sin?

Let me give you some interesting new facts about
this Balaam.

Balaam, it now appears, was in his time suc-
cessor in office to Nimrod (Genesis 10), founder of
the world’s pagan civilization. Balaam was the greatest
prophet of the time—in the pagan religion — the
Pontifex Maximus of the pagan world — the chief
oracle of paganism.

Does it, then, seem strange that he prayed to God
and appeared to be a servant of God?

When King Balak of Moab sent emissaries to hire
Balaam to put a curse on the people of Israel, Balaam
asked the emissaries to remain overnight, so he could
go aside and pray, and ask God if he might go with
them. If he was the chief pagan prophet, actually
sitting in SATAN’S SEAT, as head of Satan’s religion on
earth, wHY would he pray to God about it?

I feel quite sure that most people who have read
this account have supposed Balaam to be a prophet of
God — not of Satan. Did he not do right in consulting
God? Surely Satan would not do that!

Take just a quick look at the incident.

The children of Israel, under Moses, had pitched
camp in the plains of Moab, on the east side of the
Jordan river, near Jericho. The King of Moab, Balak,
saw what these Israelites — there were at least two or
three million of them — had done to the Amorites.
He was struck with fear. The Moabites were far
outnumbered.

So King Balak sent messengers to Balaam, who
lived at Pethor in Mesopotamia — far distant, near the
Euphrates River. They took with them the fees for
divination, to hire Balaam to curse the Israelites. “They
are too mighty for me,” was Balak’s message to
Balaam, “for I wot [know] that he whom thou blessest
is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.”

When the elders of Moab and Midian, Balak’s
messengers, delivered the message to Balaam, notice
what he said:

“Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word
again, as the LorD shall speak to me: and the princes
of Moab abode with Balaam” (Numbers 22:8).

God said to Balaam, “Thou shalt not go with

them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are
blessed.”

“And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said
unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for
the LorD refuseth to give me leave to go with you”
(verses 12-13).

Again King Balak sent messengers to Balaam —
this time more noble princes of higher rank, and more
money. Again Balaam asked them to remain overnight,
“that I may know what the Lorp will say unto me
more” (verse 19). This time God allowed him to go
with them, but forbad him to curse Israel. Yet the
angel of God stopped Balaam’s donkey on the way.
WHy?

Now doesn’t all this sound as if Balaam were
Gob’s prophet, not Satan’s?

Yet, see what we read in the New Testament!

Peter speaks of false prophets “following the way
of Balaam ...who loved the wages of unrighteous-
ness” (II Peter 2:15).

Jude writes: “Woe unto them! for they have
gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the
error of Balaam for reward ...” (verse 11).

Jesus Christ says to the Church of the Pergamos
era: “But I have a few things against thee, because
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thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balak to cast a stumblingblock before the
children of Israel . . .” (Revelation 2:14).

So Jesus Christ, Peter, and Jude all tell us Balaam
was a false prophet. When we research into his actual
identity, we find that Pethor, where he resided, was
the headquarters of the highest priest of the pagan
Babylonian Mystery religion. In reading through
Numbers 22, 23, and 24, one might suppose Balaam
was just some ordinary fellow of no consequence. Yet
here was the king of a nation. He passed up his own
highest priests, magicians and astrologers of the pagan
religion. He sent his highest princes, with rich rewards
and highest fees. He sent them a great distance, to
Pethor, near the Euphrates, in Mesopotamia. He would
not have sent them to any but the most powerful
practitioner of divination.

Other scriptures show that these higher magicians
of divination were often demon-possessed. This
Balaam could have been DEVIL-possessed, so that it
was actually Satan himself in possession of the human
Balaam, working in and through him. WouLD SATAN
CONSULT GOD ABOUT DOING THIS?

The answer comes sharp and clear!

Satan himself would consult God, precisely as
Balaam did, under such Biblical
“scholars” and commentators have assumed Balaam
had been a true prophet of God originally. This is not
true.

The answer is found in the first two chapters of
the Book of Job. Satan himself is here pictured in con-
versation with God concerning the righteousness of
Job. God allowed Satan to afflict Job —but God
placed a limit on how far Satan could go! God is
SUPREME RULER of the universe. At first, God allowed
Satan to take all Job possessed, but not to harm Job’s
person. Job failed to crack under the test. Satan argued
that a man would give up all he possessed to save
his own life — but if only he could afflict Job’s person,
Job would turn against God. So God now gave Satan
permission to go this much further — but to spare his
life.

circumstances!

In like manner, the Satan-influenced (or Satan-
possessed, as the case may be) Balaam well krew God
had set limits to his powers. Satan is the god and
invisible ruler of this world — yet God is SUPREME
RULER over all. Every ruler has authority and power
only within his own boundary lines or jurisdiction.
There are No boundary lines on God’s rulership —
but there are on Satan’s. And he well knows it!
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There could be no sin —no evil — unless God
allowed it! And if God did not allow it there could
be no free moral agency — no free choice — and that
would nullify God’s PURPOSE!

Notice that even Satan’s ministers talk about God,
and masquerade as His ministers (II Cor. 11:13-15).
This high priest of Satan knew that Israel was God’s
own nation, under God’s protection. This divine pro-
tection set a boundary line on his power to harm
God’s nation. Satan is well aware that there are limits
set on his powers.

Balaam would have been overjoyed to be able
to curse, harm, or destroy Israel. But he knew —
he was fully aware — that doing this was beyond
his power — unless, as God allowed Satan to go
further than originally allowed in afflicting Job, the
Almighty would now allow him to curse and harm
Israel. Balaam wanted to curse Israel. He wanted
the fee!

Now, with this in mind, notice what Balaam said.
When the highest princes of Moab came, on the
second visit, he said: “If Balak would give me his
house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the
word of the Lorp . . .” (Numbers 22:18).

It was not a matter of Balaam being willing. He
was willing to harm Israel. It was a matter of baving
the power to do so. After he went with the emissaries
of Balak, he said to the king:

“Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power
at all to say anything? the word that God putteth in
my mouth, that mast 1 speak” (Numbers 22:38 —
RSV).

Later, Balaam said that God had blessed Israel,
“and I cannot reverse it” (Numbers 23:20). Of Israel,
Balaam said, “The LoRD his God is with him, . . . there
is NO ENCHANTMENT against Jacob, neither is there
any divination against Israel” (verses 21, 23). Notice,
God is the God of Israel — His God — not Balaam’s
God. Balaam practised divination and enchantment —
and God did not allow it AGAINST ISRAEL.

Balaam wanted to go JUST AS FAR in the wrong
way as he dared.

That is Satan’s way!

Now just how far may vou safely go, in doing
what you want, instead of what you oxght to do?

Haven’t you often compromised on this? Haven’t
you often wanted to do something you knew you really

(Continned on page 34)



FALSE CONVERSION!

Millions have been led to think they are “saved,”” who are only
deceived, and don’t know it! Here is a frank, daring article,

TS DIFFICULT to believe, but it’s
true. In  todays religious con-
fusion millions have supposed they

had salvation spiritually — they have
believed on Jesus Christ — and are not
saved!

Would you suppose one could actually
worship Christ — and all in vain?

Can One Worship Christ
— IN VAIN?

Do you know what Jesus Himself
said of these people who want to wor-
ship Him without obedience to God’s
Commandments ?

Listen to His words: “Howbeit in
vain do they worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men.
For laying aside the commandment of
God, ye hold the tradition of men...
Full well ye reject the commandment
of God, that ye may keep your own
tradition” (Mark 7:7-9).

Back to the Faith Once
Delivered

But what does Gop tell you in His
Word?

Through Jude, God says: “Beloved,
when I gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints. For there
are certain men crept in unawares. ..
ungodly men, turning the GRACE of our
God into lasciviousness, and denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Jude 3-4).

Yes, even before the New Testament
was completely written, ungodly men
had crept inside the Church to corrupt
it — turning GRACE into LASCIVIOUS-
NESS.

And what is “lasciviousness”? It
means “license” — unrestrained liberty

making the truth PLAIN!

by Herbert W. Armstrong

— abuse of privilege. In other words,
license to do that which seems right in
human eyes — according to human
conscience — though it disobeys God’s
Law! And that is exactly what those
ungodly men, even in the first century,
did — turned GRACE into unrestrained
privilege to disobey God’s Law and
turned to human conscience as a guide!
And once introduced, the practice has
persisted and spread over the whole
world until today!

This is one of the FABLES the Apostle
Paul warned us men would turn to.
Paul said: “But evil men and seducers
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived! ... For the time
will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts [lasciviousness — human reason-
ing] shall they...turn away their
ears from the #ruth, and shall be turned
unto FABLES” (II Tim. 3:13; 4:3,4).

But, one will argue, Jude said these
men would deny the Lord Jesus Christ.
Do not the men who teach a “no
works” doctrine believe in Christ? Do
they deny Him?

Yes, they DENY Him! God says:
“They profess that they know God, but
IN WORKS they deny Him, being abom-
inable, and disobedient, and unto every
GoOD work reprobate” (Titus 1:16).
The way of human reason — that
seems RIGHT — is often DISOBEDIENCE
to God!

What the Saviour Himself
Taught

These deceived teachers have just one
favorite text. They quote Acts 16:31:
“BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved.”

Now that text from the inspired pen
of Paul means what it says. But there
are fwo kinds of BELIEVING — the
living faith that brings salvation, and a
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dead “no works” faith that produces
only DEATH!

But wHY do they, in their tracts and
their sermons, never quote what the
Saviour Himself said in answer to the
question? WHy?

Jesus was asked: “What shall I do to
inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18.)
Some might try to tell you that the
Saviour Himself did not know, or
teach, the way of SALVATION — He was
teaching Old Testament religion. Well,
He was asked HOW to gain ETERNAL
LIFE. Is that salvation? It certainly is!
Old Testament religion teaching lasted
until John — not until the cross —
not until “Pentecost.” Just UNTIL
JouN (Luke 16:16). Jesus preached
the sAME Gospel He commanded His
disciples to teach ALL nations — Gen-
tiles included — the same Gospel Paul
preached to Gentiles. He preached only
the NEw Testament Gospel. He re-
vealed THE WAY OF SALVATION.

Here is His answer — that of the
Saviour HIMSELF on HOW TO BE
SAVED:

“I¥ thou wilt enter into LIFE, keep
the commandments” And He enumer-
ated enough of the Ten Command-
ments to show it was this particular law
that must be obeyed AS A coNDITION
to receiving eternal life as God’s GIFT.
Jesus said “IF” — (there was a CON-
DITION) — “IF” we are to be saved,
by God’s grace, WE MUST KEEP THE
COMMANDMENTS! God lays down His
own terms and conditions. His FREE
GIFT is conditional — you get it ONLY
if you “keep the commandments.”

You can’t EARN it. God GIVES it —
but only to those who “KEEP THE
COMMANDMENTS.” God will not GIVE
you eternal life iz sin. And what is
sin? “SIN IS THE TRANSGRESSION OF
THE LAW” (I John 3:4).

Some who pervert God’s truth insist
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Jesus did not name ALL of the Ten
Commandments in the above scripture.
Sin is the transgression of THE Law.
It is a coMPLETE Law. He named
enough of its points to designate
wHICH Law He was talking about. And
James says that Law has “POINTS” —
and, if we break any oNE of the ten
points of the Ten Commandments, we
BREAK THE LAw, and are sinners!
(James 2:8-11).

The very same day the Holy Spirit
came — the very day the NEw TESTA-
MENT Church commenced — thou-
sands, hearing the inspired Peter’s ser-
mon which struck straight to their
heart, asked: “What shall we do?” —
yes, WHAT SHALL WE DO TO BE SAVED?

The inspired answer was:

“REPENT, and BE BAPTIZED every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2:58),

Jesus said, “REPENT YE, and BELIEVE
THE GOSPEL.” We must BELIEVE not
only in Jesus as Saviour, but we must
believe also THE GospeL He brought
and preached — the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God — the AUTHORITY
of God and the WorDp of God over oar
lives — a message not preached today
by most organized churches!

After His resurrection, in His part-
ing instructions to His disciples for
preaching the way of salvation, Jesus
said: “Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third day: and that
REPENTANCE and remission of yins
should be preached in His name
among all nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem. And ye are witnesses of these
things” (Luke 24:46-48). This is the
Gospel for ALL NATIONS!

But what must we repent of 2 WHAT
1s sIN? Do you realize that VERY FEW
people know? Very few know the
BisLE definition of sIN.

God’s inspired definition of sin is
this: “Sin is the transgression of the
law” (I John 3:4). Paul would not
have known what was sin, except by
the Law. But what law? The very law
which says: “Thou shalt not covet”
(Rom. 7:7). That law is the Ten
Commandments.
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This Law is summed up in the one
word — LOVE! It is further defined in
the two Great Commandments, LOVE
to God, and LOVE to neighbor. But the
same Law 1s further defined, and
divided into ten points, by the Ten
Commandments — the first four of
which tell us how to love God, the last
six of which tell us how to love
neighbor.

James® Inspired Answer

And thus it is explained in James:
“IF ye fulfill the royal law according to
the scripture, Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself, ye do well” (James
2:8). Here is the Royal Law — the
whole Law — as a general principle.

The Law is LOVE — and LOVE is the
fulfilling of the Law. Jesus fulfilled it,
setting us an example that we, too,
should fulfill the Law. We fulfill it
with LOVE —not any natural, carnal
love in human nature, but “the love of
Gob is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 5:5). The
Holy Spirit in us is merely Gop’s Law
IN ACTION IN OUR LIVES! And so, if
we fulfill this Royal Law we do well
— but if not, we commit sin (James
2:9). Now read verse 10. If we keep
the wHOLE Law — the general princi-
ple of LovE to neighbor — yet offend
in one point, we are guilty — we have
broken the law —and the penalty is
DEATH, not eternal life.

Notice, please, the Law is divided
into points! And it is divided into TEN
POINTS — the Ten Commandments.
These are merely the ten points, or sub-
divisions, of the General Royal Law,
LOVE to God and to neighbor. “For He
that said [or, that law which said}, Do
not commit adultery, said also, Do not
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery”
— if you do not break that specific
point — “yet if thou kill” — you just
break that one point — “thou art
become a transgressor of the law”
(James 2:11). So you see the TEN
COMMANDMENTS is the very Law it is
sin to transgress.

It is a sPIRITUAL law (Rom. 7:14). It
is fulfilled by the sPIRITUAL LOVE which
is God’s precious gift to us — His love
placed within us. “Wherefore the law
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is HoLY, and the commandment HoOLY,
AND JUST, AND GooD” (Rom. 7:12).

To REPENT of sin means to turn
from sin. It means to QUIT SINNING!
And that means to stop transgressing
God’s holy Law. And the way to stop
breaking it is to begin KEEPING God’s
Commandments — ALL OF THEM, for
if you break only one, you bring on
yourself the penalty — ETERNAL DEATH,
and you lose salvation.

Now Jesus “magnified the law, and
made it honourable” (Isaiah 42:21).
When we put a spiritual “magnifying
glass,” so to speak, on the Ten Com-
mandments, it is enlarged in spirit and
principle into many more points. And
in a larger aspect the ENTIRE BIBLE is a
magnification of God’s Law. The Law
is the basis of all Scripture, It defines
THE WAY of life — THE way to happi-
ness, joy, eternal life!

Notice how like God it is! The Law
is coob (Rom. 7:12). God is good.

The Law is HoLY (Rom. 7:12). Gop

is holy!
The Law is just (Rom. 7:12).
Gop is just!

The Law is sPIRITUAL (Rom. 7:14).
Gopb is spiritual!

The Law is PERFECT (Psalm 19:7).
Gop is perfect!

The Law — including all His Com-
mandments — is immutable, ETERNAL,
stands fast FOREVER AND EVER (Psalm
111:7-8). And Gob is eternal!

Of course — for the Law is the very
character, the very nature, of God! It 1s
the wiLL of God.

Conscience Not Your Guide

But in the modern-day Babylon —
confusion of conflicting teachings —
you may have been taught, falsely, that
YOUR CONSCIENCE tells you what is
sin. But your conscience only troubles
you when you do what YOU THINK 75
wrong! And what you think is wrong,
another may think is right! Your
CONSCIENCE 1S NO GUIDE!

Sin is not the doing of what you
think is wrong. Not the transgression
of conscience — sin is the transgres-
sion of God’s Law (I John 3:4). Sin
is thinking and doing what GOD sAYs
is wrong — and He says it in His
Law.

One who does what he thinks is right
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may be committing a great deal of
sin!

God says: “There is a way that
seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of DEATH”! (Prov.
14:12 and 16:25.) Again, “The way of
a fool is right in his own eyes” (Prov.
12:15). And: “All the ways of a man
are clean in his own eyes” (Prov.
16:2). The world has been going the
wAY that seems right to man for some
6000 years. But this way has brought
only unhappiness, emptiness, discon-
tent, poverty, sickness and disease and
finally, cHAOs and DESPAIR all over
the world! It has produced NOTHING
GOOoD!

God says: “SEEK YE the Lord while
He may be found, call upon Him while
He is near; let the wicked forsake His
way, and the unrighteous man His
THOUGHTS: and let him return unto the
Eternal, and He will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon. For MY THOUGHTS
ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS, NEITHER
ARE YOUR WAYS MY WAYS, saith the
Eternal” (Isaiah 55:6-8).

And there i1s THE WAY of salvation!
There is THE WAY to find Gop! SEEK
Him, by forsaking — wHAT? Forsaking
YOUR WAY — your thoughts! The way
you have THOUGHT to be right.

The WAY of SALVATION

The first step toward salvation is to
REPENT, and that means forsake your
way — the customs and traditions
you have been following, the ways
of man, the ways you have been
living. FORSAKE YOUR OWN WAy, Turn
to God’s way — the way of His Law!
The way of His wiLL! Yes, the wAy
of success, achievement, doing good, of
prosperity — the wAY of ETERNAL
LIFE!

Since the entire Bible contains the
magnified explanation of Gop’s LAw,
the Bible becomes OUR GUIDE FOR
RIGHTEOUS AND SUCCESSFUL LIVING!
That is why Jesus said man shall live
by every word of Gob!

True repentance means you give
your SELF to God. And the only kind
of repentance that is prerequisite to the
gift of eternal life is COMPLETE AND
UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER TO GOD
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— to His will, which means to His
Law. You become His, literally, and
wholly, with no reservations! Repen-
tance is a COMPLETE CHANGE in your
life — in your aftitude TOWARD life —
your purpose in life — your THOUGHTS
and your ACTIONS.

It means forsaking some of your old
friends and companions — if they are
living the worldly life that seems right
to MAN. It means turning from and
forsaking worldly social and religious
customs, interests, pleasures that are
contrary to GOD’S WAYS.

It means THE BIBLE becomes the
SUPREME AUTHORITY over your life —
your guide to living — yes, to happy,
abundant, gracious living, and SUCCESs-
FUL and righteous living, henceforth
and forever — to live your life from
now on with Gop’s HELP, and By His
POWER, according to the spirit and
principle, as well as the letter and pre-
cept of His Commandments. You
henceforth sTupy THE BIBLE — not
just carelessly read, but sTuDY, to learn
Gop’s wAys, and to LIVE BY EVERY
WORD OF Gob!

Now ask yourself, candidly: How
MANY people who profess salvation —
who have “accepted Christ” — do you
believe have REALLY COME TO THIS
KIND OF REAL REPENTANCE? “Except
ye REPENT,” warned Jesus, “ye shall all
likewise PERISH” (Luke 13:3, 5). And
again, “He that saitH, I know Him, and
keepeth not His commandments, is a
LIAR, and the truth is not in him”
(I John 2:4). Yes, MILLIONS ARE
DECEIVED!

But if millions are deceived about the
prior CONDITION of repentance, just as
many millions are deceived today as to
the KIND OF FAITH that really SAVEs!

The FAITH That SAVES

Now think a moment! Use your
REASON! We are taught, and rightly,
that we cannot EARN our salvation —
it is the GIFT of God. It is by GRACE —
and “grace” means undeserved pardon
and free gift. Yet, notice how incon-
sistent people are! They argue there
must be NO WORKS — no OBEDIENCE
to the Commandments, or doing GoOD
— no recognizing of God’s AUTHOR-
Ity over your daily living — because
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salvation comes by GRACE — God's free
GIFT. And yet they seem to believe
that somehow WE must supply the
FAITH that brings salvation! If WwE
work up, or if WE supply this FAITH
by which we are saved, would not that,
in fact, amount to our producing owr
own salvation by the very wWORrks of
supplying this FAITH?

So notice, briefly! Notice more
CLOSELY than you did before! “For BY
GRACE are ye saved through FAITH;
and that [that FarTH] not of your-
selves; it [this saving FAITH] is the
gift of Gop!” (Eph. 2:8.) The faith
that really saves is GIVEN TO uUSs by
Gop — it is a GoIFT from HiM! You
don’t supply it, or work it up.

Did you ever notice that before?

Well, what then? In Gal. 2:16, Paul
explains a man is justified only “by
THE FAITH of Jesus Christ.” Notice, he
does not say, by the man’s faith IN
Jesus Christ — he says by “the faith of
Jesus Christ” — which means CHRIST’s
FAITH — the faith HE has and uses —
the same faith with which He per-
formed all His miracles — the same
faith by which He lived — His faith,
placed by a miracle, as a gift direct
from God, into the man!

So, PLEASE UNDERSTAND! Salvation
is Gop’s GIFT. You do not, cannot, earn
it. God GIvEs it. But — and here is
where people become mixed up, and
stumble — God will GIvVE it only on
condition! Yes, there are terms and
conditions! God has set these terms,
and you can’t alter them, and He won'’t
change them!

I want to make this perfectly pPLAIN.
It is not yowr faith in Christ — a faith
You supply by BELIEVING in Him as
Saviour — that saves you. It is CHRIST’S
faith, which He supplies and places
in you by His Holy Spirit, which
actually IMPARTS ETERNAL LIFE. But
WHAT, then? Is it not necessary for
YouU to believe, with YOUR owN faith,
in Christ?

Now let me make this prLAaIN! Sal-
vation i1s GOD’S FREE GIFT — it is by
GRACE ALONE. Yet the very purpose of
God demands TwO prior CONDITIONS
on YOUR part. First, you must REPENT!
Second, you must BELIEVE /n Christ as



Saviour. But you cannot believe in
Christ unless you also believe His mes-
sage — the gospel of the Kingdom of
God (Mark 16:15-16). But NEITHER
your repentance, your obedience, NOR
YOUR faith earns any salvation! They
are merely prior CONDITIONS, But when
you supply these two ingredients, then
God sTANDS BOUND BY His PROMISE
to impart to you by His Holy Spirit,
His righteousness, and CHRIST'S faith
— and THESE, supplied by Gob, are
the ingredients that SAVE and impart
ETERNAL LIFE!

Paul explains: “Even we have be-
lieved IN Jesus Christ, that we might
be justified BY THE FAITH OF CHRIST”
(Gal. 2:16). You must repent and be-
lieve in Christ, as a condition, a pre-
requisite, IN ORDER THAT you may
receive, and be saved by the faith oF
Christ — by His faith placed within
you!

Cut Off From GOD

All have sinned!

All have gone the way that seems
right in human eyes. And our sins have
cut us off from God: “Your iniquities
have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid His face
from you, that He will not hear” (Isa.
59:2).

Now salvation — eternal life —
comes from Gob. But your sins have cut
you off from Gop. The connection is
SEVERED., You severed it! God will not
GIVE you His gift of eternal life until
you are reconciled to Him!

But He so LOVED you, that He GAVE
His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to
DIE FOR YOU so that you need not
perish — but, through Jesus Christ, be
brought into contact with Him so He
can GIVE you eternal life!

The PENALTY of transgressing His
Law is DEATH! Jesus paid that penalty
in your stead. If, and when, you
TRULY REPENT, as I have explained at
length, and BELIEVE on Jesus Christ as
your Lord and personal Saviour from
sin and from sinning, then by and
through HiM you gain access to Gop
THE FATHER.

The two conditions of turning FROM
sin, and accepting Christ (including
baptism), YOU must DO YOURSELF!
That’s what You must do! That is NOT
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what saves you! It merely reconciles
you to Gop — brings you into CON-
TACT with God, so that God will then
GIVE YOU His HOLY SPIRIT — and His
SPIRIT imparts the gift of the FAITH
that saves — and it is also the Spirit of
UNDERSTANDING, of knowledge, of the
LOVE that FULFiLLS the Law, and
imparts Gob’s righteonsness.

Millions have been deceived, and
falsely believe that they have a salvation
which they do NoT yet have at all! Gop
HELP US, then, to UNDERSTAND.

What You Should Do

Now, finally, just How shall you go
about it?

Must you go down the aisle in a
church? Must you go to a public altar,
and shed tears in front of others, and
pray aloud before others?

Being converted is not an initiation
into a lodge or secret society! It is not
a rite or ceremony! It is a matter of
turning FROM the old life that was
false, yet may have seemed right to you
— of turning TO a new and TRUE way
of life in Christ Jesus, living by every
word of God, in and by the power of
God’s Holy Spirit! When you UNDER-
STAND the real MEANING and the PUR-
POSE, you'll see that it is something that
takes place down deep in your HEART
and not a matter of THE PLACE or THE
SURROUNDINGS, or the presence of other
people. What Jesus said about confess-
ing or denying Him before men did
not refer to a rite, or ceremonial form
of being converted. Being converted is
the receiving of the Holy Spirit — the
very life — of God.

You caN, of course, make this full
surrender and consecration to God in
front of others, at an altar. You can,
also, make it just as sincerely and fully,
in a private room at home, all ALONE
with God! You can pray in church
before others and do it sincerely from
the heart. Yet Jesus said, “When thou
prayest, enter into thy closet [any pri-
vate room], and when thou hast shut
thy door, pray to thy Father which is
in secret; and thy Father which secth
in secret shall reward thee openly.”

WHEN you have really repented —
repented of what you are as well as
what you have done — WHEN you come
to this parting of the ways from the old
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life — when you come to the place of
making this COMPLETE CHANGE — this
total unconditional surrender to God —
this complete consecration, GIVING your
SELF to Him, accepting Christ as your
personal Saviour — turning FROM your
sins, and To Gop’s way of life as you'll
find it in the Bible, youll want to
PRAY! Yes, you'll want to throw your-
self completely on God’s mercy, and
ask Him through Jesus Christ to FOR-
GIVE YOU all your past sins and trans-
gressions against Him.

The Apostle Paul reveals how. He
confessed: “For I know that in me
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 7o
good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is
good I find not. For the good that I
would I do not: but the evil which I
would not, that I do” (Rom. 7:18-19).

He saw human nature in its grue-
some reality, He struggled with it —
fought against it — only to find that it
was more powerful than he!

What could he do?

Paul cried out, “O wretched man
that I am! Who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?” Read the
answer to the problem in the Moffatt
translation: “Miserable wretch that I
am! Who will rescue me from this body
of death? GOD WILL! Thanks be to
him through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
(Verses 24-25.)

It is not, perhaps, of great con-
sequence where you do it! But the
IMPORTANT thing is to po IT! The
longer you put repentance off the
harder it will become. WHy it should
be difficult to just go and throw your-
self on God’s mercy, and ask His for-
giveness, and give your SELF to Him,
is hard to understand — yet something
in the human nature within you will
keep tempting you to PUT IT OFF. That
temptation is not of God, you may be
sure.

If you are sick and tired of the
empty, fruitless, materialistic life you
have been living — 1F in your heart
you po want to turn from it to the
FULL and joyFfulL life filled with God’s
SPIRIT, then wHY DELAY? This is just
the start of the real Christian life. Don’t
look for a certain feeling, but repent
and believe. O
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man. A big-hearted man. It all stemmed
from this attitude of loyalty toward
God and his fellow human beings. He
elevated Saul's lame grandson to an
important position (II Samuel 9).
David also said, “I will shew kindness
unto Hanun the son of Nahash, as his
father shewed kindness unto me” (II
Samuel 10:2).

David’s attitude is summed up in this
statement: “He that ruleth over men
must be just, ruling in the fear of
God” (II Sam. 23:3).

That's one reason why David will
have such a tremendously important
position in God’s Kingdom!

How to Test Yourself

But before you can learn to rule,
you have to learn how to BE ruled.
Each of us must learn what it is to
be loyal — and to put loyalty into
practice in our lives.

There’s a very simple test to deter-
mine your loyalty to God. First, are
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you always obedient in attitude and
deed to the government of God?

Or do you look to Christ in full
faith — knowing that He is IN
CHARGE of His Work? If you do,
that’s true loyalty. That's what David
did. He knew God would take care
of Saul.

Or, how do you react when the
“showdown” comes? Do you strive to
do what God commands? If so, that’s
loyalty. Because then you’re following
Christ, looking to him, obeying him.

God is loyal to each of us!

He wants us to be sure we know it.
Every blessing, every miracle, every
intervention on our behalf is a token of
God’s faithfulness to us. He’s looking
out for our good. He wants us to RELY
ON that attribute of His.

“But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that
he is a REWARDER OF THEM that dili-
gently seck him” (Hebrews 11:6).
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Our Part

But God expects us to have that same
loyalty towards Him. We must put
God above everything in undivided
“true-to-the-core” sincerity. Then we
must also be loyal to those around us.

Not until we have developed a
deep-seated attitude of devotion can we
be given responsibilities to rule.

Our goal is beyond human under-
standing. We're going to have eternal
life, with power over the nations, sit-
ting in the temple of God, reigning
with Christ over the world as kings
and priests.

Read and study David’s life. Come
to know him as a personal armchair
friend. Saturate your mind with his
attitude — because i's God’s attitude.
Be loyal to God, to His Work, to your
superiors, to your husband or wife, to
your children, to God’s people, to
those in the world. Then and only then
will you be qualified to rule over oTHER
HUMAN BEINGS in the very soon-
coming Kingdom of God! a
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ought not? And haven’t you sometimes gone at least
part way, thinking that perhaps if you didn’t go
all the way in doing wrong, you might “get away
with it”?

How many, under temptation to commit fornica-
tion or adultery, go part way — perhaps just a little
“necking”? And how often does that lead to going just
a little farther — and then perhaps just a little farther
still? Going that first part way is already committing
the act spiritually — according to the spirit or intent
of the law! When you did that you were already
GUILTY in God’s sight.

Of course Satan was restrained, and UNABLE to
go farther than he did against Job. Balaam was
restrained, and UNABLE to go farther than he did
against the children of Israel. You may be ABLE, /f
willing, to go farther in sin or wrong ways. You are
a free moral agent. But to go as far as you dare Is THE
WAY OF SATAN, NOT THE WAY OF GOD!

Gop’s WAy is to go, sincerely, wholeheartedly and

earnestly, just as far in the RIGHT direction as possible.

God’s way is to do MORE than is required of you.

Jesus said: “Doth he [a master] thank that ser-
vant because he did the things that were commanded
him? I trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have
done all those things which are commanded you, say,
We are unprofitable servants: we have done that
which was our duty to do” (Luke 17:9-10).

If you do not even go as far in the wrong direction
as you feel safe —if you do what is commanded —
what God, through His Word, shows is YOUR DUTY,
but do not go even farther in the RIGHT direction,
doing MORE than your duty, Jesus Christ says you are
an UNPROFITABLE SERVANT! Plainly, Christ expects us
to do MORE than duty in the right direction!

And what happens to the unprofitable servant?

In the parable of the talents, Jesus said of the
one who kept what he had, but did not grow in knowl-
edge and grace — did not overcome — did what was
his duty and no more — “And cast ye the unprofit-
able servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30).

The Christian life is a life of growing, improving,
in character — of overcoming — of becoming more and
more like Christ!



