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R The Feast of Tabernacles is nearly here! Pictured is one
: - of two new Feast sites in North America for 1969, the
Lake of the Ozarks, in Missouri. The other new site will be in
Penticton, British Columbia. Brethren will gather in both these sites
and in the other areas around the world to observe what many think
of as Old Testament feast days. Read the article beginning on page
7 and learn that, “It DOES Matter which Days We Observe.”

Ambassador College

What our READERS SAY...

Scattered Brethren

“Being one of the scattered brethren
who is not able to meet with other
brethren under the true ministers of
God, I really devour all of the mag-
azines and literature. The article about
the Transportation Department revealed
to me more fully the many tasks that
they perform. I am wondering now if
similar articles might be written up on
different departments at Headquarters,
showing us their part in God’s great
endtime work, that we might pray more
specifically for them.”

Mrs. Erma W,
Springfield, Colo.

From Last Year’s Feast of
Tabernacles:

“After the Feast of Tabernacles, I
went back to work to find many sut-
prises in store for me. My boss called
‘me into his office and began telling me
the changes he was going to make.

“He said, ‘John, I am going to put
you in charge of the workshop and you
will take over the responsibilites of
teaching and guiding the other Jewel-
lers, wherever you can. And with this
I am going to increase your salary
because I think you have deserved and
earned it by your hard work and en-
thusiasm.” You can imagine what the
look on my face was like!

“The One I can thank for this is God
who showers blessings upon those who

follow His Laws and this has proved
to me that there is a Creator and Pro-
vider who is caring and looking after

us: Mr. J. O. K,

Durban, Natal, South Africa

Money

“I just have to tell you — my husband
(not in the Church) heard about the
money crisis in the Work and the lack
of increase over May of last year and on
his own decided to send back the 7-piece
dinette we had ordered and put the
monthly payments for 1t into the Work.
It never ceases to amaze me how God is
working through my husband. He’s
Catholic. He also plans on paying third
tithe this coming year ’69-'70. Isn’t it

?”
wonderful ? Nadine Sue R.,

Kingsport, Tennessee

“I lost my job during the Feast of
Trumpets and Tabernacles. When 1
came back and talked to all of my
supervisors to no avail, they said they
would let me know something in a
short while, so I found a job elsewhere.
It dido’t pay much. It kept dawning on
my mind to go and talk to the president
of the company. Well, he said he
thought they (the other supervisors)
had already put me to work, so within
three days I had a job with the Sabbath
and all the Holy Days off! I know it
pays to tithe, and to trust God.”

E. G., Bluefield, Virginia
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From the Editor

N TEN YEARS the world has experienced a KNOWL-
EDGE EXPLOSION! Its fund of knowledge — es-
pecially in technological, scientific, and medical
fields — has pouBLED. The world’s TROUBLES also
have doubled in the same decade.

But what about GOD-revealed knowledge?

That knowledge — knowledge new to us — has
burst on our consciousness like a shocking EXPLOSION!

God said, at “the time of the end, many shall
run to and fro, and KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED”
(Dan. 12:4).

Do you realize How MuUCH vital knowledge,
revealed by Gob, has come to God’s Church in the
last two decades? When I look back on it, in retro-
spect, it is AMAZING!

Many in God’s Church — actually more than 99%
of you, have comc into the Church in that last 20
years. Probably you have never realized how THE
TRUTH was revealed. Most of you have been put into
God’s Church by the living Christ with THE TRUTH
all laid out in order for you. When yox came in, you
came into a Church that already possessed the Truth.
You were able to learn it, and come to full under-
standing, in a very short time, comparatively.

That is not the way Mrs. Armstrong and I came
in!

We don’t have ALL the Truth God’s revelation
(the Bible) holds for us, even yet. I believe we now
have MoST that is vital to us at this particular time!
But I had to come into God’s Truth a single doctrine,
or a single bit of Truth, at a time. It was not all laid
out /n order, in a clear-cut, plain, well-organized pat-
tern — as it is today for you!

So I thought it would be interesting— and
profitable —to you, to start at the beginning and
give you, briefly, the story of How God put His Truth
into His Church of this “Philadelphia” era.

The “Philadelphia” era of God’s Church had not
come into existence when God first called me.

I'm sure most of you know something of the
early background: of my early life in the advertising

profession, having my business taken away by nation-
wide conditions beyond my contro] three times — of
being angered into my first actual sTUDY of the Bible.

Mrs. Armstrong had been, in my view, “deceived”
into taking up with religious fanaticism. She had be-
gun keeping what I then called “the Jewish Sabbath.”
Unable to argue her out of it, I started to study the
Bible to find where the Bible commanded “Thou shalt
keep SUNDAY!”

Of course I couldn’t find it. But the study widened
in scope and lasted about six months, before Truth
began to clear before my mixed-up and befogged
vision. 1 was simultaneously challenged on the theory
of evolution.

Both challenges — the Sabbath and evolution
— took me to the fiust chapter of Genesis. The
simultaneous study of the evolutionary theory brought
on an intensive study into the question: Does Gobp
exist? For evolution is the atheist’s attempt to explain
the presence of a CREATION without a Creator.

That six-months’ study proved these BAsIC Truths:

1) God does exist.

2) Evolution stands pisproved —an error —a
false theory.

3) The Bible (in its original writings) is the in-
spired INSTRUCTION BOOK of the Creator Gob to
mankind — infallible.

4) The SABBATH is binding today, the SIGN that
identifies Gop to us, and identifies US as HIS PEOPLE.

S) At the very last of this study, the fact that
the annual Holy Days and Festivals of God are also
binding became apparent.

6) Also I had learned that the wages of sin is
DEATH, not eternal life in hell fire — that it is eternal
punishment, not eternal punishing.

7) I had learned also that eternal life is God’s
GIFT by His grace, imparted to us by His Holy Spirit.

Brethren, do you see, from this, HOW METHODI-
cALLY God began revealing His Truth to me? Those
seven points are BASIC — the FOUNDATION! Knowl-
edge of the TRUE God; getting rid of the false god
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(evolution); PROOF of the AUTHORITY of the Bible
— the SOURCE of knowledge; the Sabbath as God’s
SIGN; the annual Sabbaths, picturing God’s PLAN
(though I did not yet — at that time — understand
their meaning); the PENALTY for sin; and the need
of God’s Holy Spirit for salvation and eternal life!

But now the details had to be filled in.

I had not yet received God’s Holy Spirit. I was
still searching with a carnal mind —but, with this
knowledge, I had SURRENDERED my will, my hostility
against God, all rebellion against His Law. I had
REPENTED, and I had come to BELIEVE in Jesus Christ
as personal Saviour.

But I was still puzzled about water baptism. My
parents, and ancestors for 200 years and more, had
been “Quakers.” I had been brought up in that church,
though I didn’t know much about what they believed.
I did know they did Not believe in water baptism.

So I next studied that question diligently, in the
Bible. I went to four preachers for help, but relied
solely on the Bible for final decision. A Seventh-Day
Adventist preacher seemed coldly legalistic, lacking
spiritual warmth. A Church of God (seventh-day,
Stanberry, Missouri) preacher didn’t want to be
bothered and was insulting. A Quaker minister was
friendly, but had to admit, finally, that he himself
questioned his church’s doctrine on this point and
only went along with it because other “holy men of
God” (as he called them) in his church did. A Baptist
minister had the best and clearest explanation, and was
warm and friendly and, I felt, more spiritual in a
sane and sensible way. So I asked him to baptize me,
not into his church, but into Christ. For this I had to
obtain permission from the rather august and digni-
fied Board of the Church. On being baptized I knew
God then and there gave me His HoLy SpiriT!

Now I had added one technical doctrine to my
spiritual knowledge.

Very soon after this my wife was taken ill with
multiple acute conditions under which she could not
have lived another 24 hours. She had blood poisoning
from a rosebush thorn, moving toward her heart; a
dog bite that was acute; quinsy with a big hard lump
completely blocking her throat so nothing could pass;
and lockjaw. She had not had a bite of food, a drop of
water, nor a wink of sleep in three days and three
nights. The doctor could do nothing — said she could
not live another 24 hours, without sleep and the blood
poison moving rapidly toward her heart.
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A neighbor lady asked if T would allow a man
and wife to come and pray for her. Reluctantly, and
embarrassed, I consented. They came about seven
in the evening. I questioned and cross-examined them.
I dido't want any fanaticism. They answered all
questions with the Bible. They read Scriptures new to
me. My wife and I both began to believe. They knelt
by her bed, anointed her, and the man just talked
quictly and ecarnestly to God, reminding God He had
PROMISED to heal, saying we EXPECTED Him to keep
His promise, and then thanking Him for it. I had
never heard a prayer like that.

The couple left quietly. My wife asked me to
walk her out to the street sidewalk and back. The
lump in her throat had disappeared — her jaw was
unlocked. She laid down in bed again, went soundly
to sleep, did not awaken until eleven next morning —
completely healed of EVERYTHING!

After that I pursued an intensified study into all
that the Bible revealed about HEALING of sickness and
disease.

Now came a study about heaven and hell. Then
a more intensified study of the Kingdom of God, and
the coming millennial reign under Christ a thousand
years on this earth.

Meanwhile, I was pursuing an intensified study
of PROPHECY. The prophecies about a “beast” or the
“four beasts” of Daniel 7 were a problem. I read
many booklets and pamphlets on the subject — all
clearly in error. Finally, I began putting down in chart
form on paper ‘all the Bible reveals on it, and the
meaning cleared up.

Also, even during the initial six-months’ study
before baptism, a minister in Florida I had contacted
by mail, wrote saying that unless I knew of the identity
of the United States and the British as the Birthright
people of Israel —heading the so-called “Lost Ten
Tribes,” I was IGNORANT! So I obtained all the litera-
ture I could find on the subject, comparing every point
with the Bible. I found many errors — errors in every
book or pamphlet I could find on the subject. But what
I did find in the Bible PROVED our identity. This was
the needed KEY to unlock all the prophecies!

I studied seventh-day Church of God literature,
and Seventh-Day Adventist literature. I found the
Adventist doctrine about going to heaven for a thou-
sand years completely unscriptural. The Church of
God taught correctly a millennium on earth, but didn’t
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seem to know much about what will happen during
that time. So I delved deeper into those details.

I studied the popular “rapture theory” about the
second coming of Christ, found the Bible proved it
false — dug out the TRUTH from the Bible. Then came
such subjects and doctrines as “the Mark of the Beast,”
law and grace, Bible teaching about angels. Another
subject that had come up during the very first year
was the origin of Satan, and the true meaning of
Genesis 1. The true meaning of the Old Covenant,
and the New Covenant, and many similar doctrinal
questions continued to clear up.

Little by little, a doctrine at a time, a question or
subject at a time, TRUTH was emecrging. But the Bible
is like a jigsaw puzzle.

One must get all the individual pieces put to-
gether in their right relation to other pieces before the
WHOLE PICTURE comes clear!

You brethren today get the TRUTH all put to
gether in ORDER. You get the WHOLE picture. I had to
study, and grope, and search, and study, and discard
error, day by day, month by month, year after year.
I had to REALLY WORK AT IT!

It was a continuous process. By the time Am-
bassador College was founded, in 1947 (20 years
after my conversion), I felt that we had the Truth
rather thoroughly. I did not then realize HOW MUCH
MORE was still to come. What has come since is like
a BOMB — containing the MOST IMPORTANT knowledge
— had suddenly exploded, opening up the BiG TRUTH!

I had tried to fellowship with the Church of God
which, in my early days of conversion, was located at
Stanberry, Missouri. But their ministers fought me, did
all they could to discredit me, break up the broadcast,
hinder and stop THE VERY WORK OF GoOD! Soon they
became divided, with one group making headquarters
at Salem, West Virginia.

Then they split and re-split until I lost all knowl-
edge of HOW MANY splintering groups there are. One
established headquarters at Denver, Colorado, another
in Los Angeles, another in a town near Jefferson,
Oregon, another in Stockton, California, and another
in or near Nampa, Idaho, and the man who headed
it when I first came in contact with them went to
Jerusalem, Israel, which he calls “world headquarters.”

Even though they fought me, and very unfairly,
I do not wish to impute motives or speak disrespect-
fully of them, because we find them described and
identified in Jesus’ own prophetic message in Revela-
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tion 3:1-6. Even though it describes them as spiritually
dead, they are the remnant of what is, or HAS BEEN,
one of the seven sucessive eras of GOD’S TRUE CHURCH.
As we are, and are doing the Work of, the “Philadel-
phia” era (Rev. 3:7-13), so they were the “Sardis”
era.

I never became a member of that church, though
I was ordained by a group who had been in it, locally
organized and incorporated as the “Oregon Confer-
ence.” But when I had contact with them they refused
to correct error or to accept any truth new to them.
They ceased to GROW spiritually and IN KNOWLEDGE.
And, of course, what has THE NAME of the living
Church, but ceases to GROW, soon DIES (Rev. 3:1).
I do not rejoice in that, but say it in sorrow, because
there were many in that church that T loved.

But in my days of trying to work with them, be-
tween 1927 and somewhere around 1941 to 1947, there
was so much controversy over what constituted God’s
CHURCH GOVERNMENT that I, myself, became com-
pletely confused on that point. I could see that their
systems were so wrong that I assumed that God’s
Church is a SPIRITUAL ORGANISM, and not a church
ORGANIZATION. I did not want to assume any rule or
authority that 1 ought not, and consequently when
troublemakers and wrong attitudes came into our little
Church in Eugene, Oregon, I wielded no authority
whatsoever, and the result was a church split in two.

Perhaps the beginning of the Biblical KNOWLEDGE
EXPLOSION we have enjoyed since the college was
founded was the clearing up of the Biblical teaching
on CHURCH GOVERNMENT. Personally I had gotten
SO CLOSE to all the errors among the “Sardis” people
— with a “General Conference” type government at
Stanberry, and a “12 apostles — seven deacons — and
70 elders” type at Salem, West Virginia, that I was
like the man so close to one tree he couldn’t see the
forest.

Ambassador College started with only FOUR stu-
dents. The three male students were Herman
Hoeh (now Dr. Hoeh), Raymond Cole (now Dis-
trict Superintendent of the New York District), and
my elder son Richard David. The second year there
were added Raymond McNair (now Deputy Chan-
cellor of Ambassador College in England, and Director
over the Work in Britain), his brother Marion, and
Kenneth Herrmann (now Registrar of Ambassador
College, Pasadena campus). Perhaps my son Dick
and Raymond Cole had been, like myself, too close to
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all the confusion in Oregon. But the others were free
from that, and God was able to reveal clearly, through
them, precisely what is His form of Church Govern-
mient.

Once clearly seen, it was put in operation. I had
to repent of neglecting to assume the responsibility
God had charged me with in Oregon. God’s govern-
ment is always government from the Top — Gob the
Father - -- on down. Christ is the living HEAD of this
Church. There is authority in the Church. Trouble-
makers, bent on dividing and breaking up God’s
Church, are not tolerated. THERE IS NO DIVISION, but
happy harmony and order, in LOVE!

Many Npw truths have come to light in the past
twenty years. Some has been revealed through various
of God’s ministers— my son Garner Ted, Mr. Rod-
erick Meredith, Dr. Herman Hoeh, Mr. Raymond
McNair, Mr. Albert Portune, Mr. Charles Hunting,
Dr. Frnest Martin, Dr. Charles Dorothy, and others.
And also God has continued to reveal important and
basic truths through me.

Among these have been the TRUTH about the
PURPOSE of human life —the fact that God is not
merely one Person, or a “trinity,” but the divine
FAMILY or KINGDOM. The truth that we are now only
BEGOTTEN, and that being BORN AGAIN is to be actually
BORN into that very FAMILY, as sons of God, even as
the living Jesus Christ is a divine Son of God. THAT
Truth is Basic —and I did not understand it until
after the college was founded. I could “see” it, even
up in Oregon, but was AFRAID to accept it — it seemed
like “blasphemy” to assume we humans could become
members of the DIVINE FAMILY that IS God! But
finally 1 had to accept it, when faced with the fact
that it is taught throughout the New Testament!
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Another BIG Truth is the final cOMPLETE knowl-
edge of what man 18! This came through my year-aftet-
year perplexed search to learn the difference between
human miND and animal brain. The fact that there
is 2 human spirit IN man — a spirit that imparts the
power of intellect to the human brain — converting
it from pure physical BRAIN to human MIND. This
makes clearer than ever the need of God’s HoLy
SrIrIT, which bears witness with our spirit that we
are, indeed, the CHILDREN OF Gob!

Another is the knowledge that human nature is
NoT, after all, as I believed and taught for years, a
mixture of good and evil. It is ALL bad. Human nature
wants to CONSIDER ITSELF GOOD, while doing evil. It
is a “pull” like gravity in the direction of evil — SELF!

Another is the origin of what the world regards
as the Christian Church, by the Simon referred to in
the 8th chapter of Acts — the fact that the “Christian”
churches of this world are not, and never were, the
same Church Jesus Christ founded in 31 A.D. The
knowledge of the “lost century” — 69 to about 170
AD.

And now that God has placed His COLLEGE in
Jerusalem, preparing the way for the coming Messiah
to sit on David’s throne — at the very place where
that throne originally was located, opens up a whole
new labyrinth of prophecies concerning Jerusalem and
events to occur in the next three to ten years!

Yes, the worLD’S “knowledge explosion” may
have resulted in DOUBLING the worlds ills and troubles
and problems. But our own KNOWLEDGE EXPLOSION
of GOD-REVEALED KNOWLEDGE is opening before our
eyes the WHOLE FUTURE GOD HAS PREPARED FOR
THOSE WHO LOVE AND OBEY HiM.

in this column to the Editor.

The Bible Answers Your Questions

Please address any questions YOU would like answered

It produces fabrics such as linen and
cotton. The second is animal protein
fiber. Materials such as wool and silk
arc in this category. Because these two
basic kinds of fibers differ markedly in
strength, washability, absorption, etc,,

they should not be mixed.

Many have asked if it is all
right to wear a garment made of
mixed fabrics. They wonder about
the meaning of Leviticus 19:19
and Deuteronomy 22:11.

Notice that these scriptures contain
the basic principle that materials of
widely different character and texture

are not to be mixed together. But many
do not realize that these verses do
allow a number of mixtures and com-
binations that are within God’s laws.
Let’s understand what they are.

There are two basic kinds of natural
fibers from which today’s garments are
made. The first is plant cellulose fiber.

However, a garment made of various
combinations of cellulose material —
for example, a mixture of cotton and
linen — 1is acceptable since it is a
combination of fibers which are basi-
cally similar. Likewise, garments made

(Continued on page 17)



