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Shall We All Leave
THE CHURCH OF GOD

and Join

“I'HE CHURCH OF PEOPLE”?

ome already have done
that. Let’s think about it
for a moment.

I had a vivid example of this a
couple of mornings ago, awaken-
ing from a dream. In the dream it
seemed to be several years ago
when the Church was smaller.
There was a young man across the
street who looked like a possible
one of our leaders. He was about
age 30, with outstanding personal-
ity and appearance, and an articu-
late extrovert. Then two other
young men of about 30, well
dressed, of somewhat impressive
appearance and manner, were
seen walking over and talking to
him. They took pains to avoid me,
and I seemed to know they were
opposed to me personally.

In the dream I determined to speak
immediately with the man they were
trying to influence adversely. I told
him I knew they were “lobbying”
against the Church and against me.

“Yes,” he replied, “but I have to
tell you, Mr. Armstrong, I think
these men have something worth lis-
tening to. They say you arrogate to
yourself too much power. You make
yourself the leader of the Church.
They say the people ought to have all
the ‘say so.” The people ought to vote
on who they want to be their leader
and on what they want to believe and
accept as Church doctrine. That
sounds like a good idea to me. I think
we need more DEMOCRACY.”

I awoke at that point, thinking

about the dream, which had stuck in
my mind. But before awakening, I
remember I had said to this man in
the dream, “Well, the REAL QUEs-
TION is whether this is GOD’S
Church or the pEOPLE’S Church! If it
1s Gop’s Church, then Gop is run-
ning it, and revealing what we shall
believe and teach. Gop has the ‘say
so.” God runs it through Jesus Christ,
who is the HEAD of the Church. And
Jesus Christ runs it through His
chosen apostle, whom HE, not men,
chose, prepared and now guides and
leads. Those men are getting your
eyes off of Gop — you are leaving
Gop out of the picture — out of the
Church. You are looking only at
people! If you want to put Gop out of
His Church, then you will have to be
excommunicated!”

I awakened considerably im-
pressed with the dream. Was God
revealing to me that TOO MANY with-
in the Church membership are leav-
ing GoD out of the picture? — in
their own minds putting GOD out of
the Church? Do they think that the
kind of men the people would vote
for ought to be made the LEADERS in
the Church? — that the people
should say to Gop, “This is OUR
Church, God, we want you to GET
ouT of the Church and leave us alone.
WE will run this Church our way!” I
awakened impressed that TOO MANY
of our people are LEAVING GOD AND
CHrist ouT oF His CHURcH, and
trying to make it OUR Church — the
church of the PEOPLE, and NOT the
CHURCH of Gop!

I could cite you any number of

examples of where this actually has
been done by leaders under me in the
Church. This was done to justify
watering down Gobp’s TRUTH, and the
true teaching and doctrine He had
put in His Church through His cho-
sen apostle! That was done in Ambas-
sador College, until it was no longer
GOD'’S college. They wanted a col-
lege approved by SATAN’s world —
they called it “accreditation,” al-
though we had already had GOD’S
accreditation — the HIGHEST accredi-
tation. 1 had to start Ambassador
College all over again, with one fresh-
man class! Now, once again, we have
GOD'’S accreditation — but we don’t
want the anti-God accreditation of
Satan’s world!

I thought immediately of the time
when God told His prophet Samuel
to go to the house, or ranch, of Jesse.
God had chosen one of Jesse’s sons to
be Gob’s chosen king over Israel.
Jesse knew right away which son
people would choose — his eldest
son. He was stalwart, handsome, with

- charming, outgoing, extrovert per-

sonality, articulate. He looked like a
leader. But God said to Samuel, “No,
he is not My choice.”

The second son was almost as
handsome and had the appearance of
a leader. God said No! The third son
and so on. “Have you no more sons?”
asked Samuel.

“Well, no — except only for a
stripling of a youth who is out in the
field shepherding sheep.”

“Well, bring him,” said Samuel. In
came the youth none of the people

(Continued on page 26)
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Chapter 5

The History of the
Beginning and Growth
of the Worldwide
Church of God

By Herbert W. Armstrong

E HAVE NOW cov-
ered the beginning,
in August of 1933, of

the present succession of THE
CHurcH ofF Gob, founded
A.D. 31 by Jesus Christ.

It was begun amid persecution,
in the midst of the worst econom-
ic depression of our time, and
with only 19 members, mostly
new converts.

In October, 1933, about Feast of
Tabernacles time, opportunity had
come to me to go on the air on
Eugene’s [Oregon] minimum-wat-
tage Radio KORE, weekday morn-
ings at 7:30 for 15-minute programs,
free of cost.

That had led to launching the Radio
Church of God program, 30 minutes on
Sunday mornings, beginning the first
Sundayin 1934—Jan.7.

In the first months after my con-
version, spring of 1927, I had con-
ceived the determination to publish a
new magazine. I had been in maga-
zine and newspaper advertising since
age 18. But the new magazine would
be different. It would not be secular.
It would carry no commercial adver-
tising. It could not be sold — there
would be no subscription price. But it
would make the TRUTH PLAIN — a
magazine of UNDERSTANDING. God’s
Word, the Holy Bible, is TRUTH.
There would be no magazine like it
on earth.

I had planned a ‘“‘Three-Point
Campaign” — spearheaded by the
radio broadcast, followed by The
Plain Truth and reinforced by per-
sonal evangelism holding six-nights-
a-week meetings.

I quote here from the beginning of
Chapter 31 of my Autobiography:

“Surely nothing could have started
smaller. Born in adversity in the very
depths of the Depression, this Work
of God was destined to grow to
worldwide power.

“But I did not foresee its destiny
then. There were no illusions of gran-
deur. It was not through any planning
of mine that the little three-point
campaign then being launched was to
expand into its present global scope
and influence. '

“Most people are conscious only of
what they see — of the material.
They fail to see the invisible hand of
God in the working out of things.

“All I had in mind, as The World
Tomorrow program was being
planned late in 1933, was to serve
God faithfully wherever He should
lead in Lane County, Oregon.

“It is true that ‘where there is no
vision the people perish.’ But few
people realize that the source of true
vision is God. There has been vision
behind the planning and phenomenal
growth of this great Work. But this is
the Work of God, not of man, and the
vision and planning has been that of
Jesus Christ, the active living HEAD
of this Work, not of man.”

From the beginning of January,
1934, I began planning to issue the
magazine conceived in my mind sev-
en years before — in 1927. God
caused me to wait seven years before
starting it. And even then it started
smaller, surely, than any magazine
ever did! There was no money. I had
wondered, back in 1927, How would
I gain subscribers? For, even though
I envisioned a no-subscription-price
magazine, still, being experienced in
magazine publishing, I knew its cir-
culation must come from subscribers
who requested it, even for free!

But now that problem was solved. I
would announce it over the air. 1
would try to sell the listening au-
dience on it — cause them to want to
subscribe — even at no subscription
price!

Necessity may be the mother of
invention. So without money, I bor-
rowed a typewriter. 1 had barely
enough money to buy mimeograph
stencils and some inexpensive paper
for printing. The local mimeograph
dealer offered to allow me to use
without cost one of his mimeograph
machines. I cut the headlines myself
with a mimeograph stylus.

The Plain Truth ‘‘magazine”
made its most humble bow on Feb. 1,
1934. By that time I had obtained a
subscription list of around 350, in-
cluding our own and the Oregon
“Sardis” members. Volume I, Num-
ber 1, of The Plain Truth was a pret-
ty amateurish, homemade sort of
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thing. Probably no one but myself
would had dignified it with the name
“magazine.” But it was a START! And
its contents were not amateurish but
professional — publishing God’s
TRUTH!

After the Alvadore, Ore., meetings
and launching of the future World
Tomorrow program and The Plain
Truth, 1 soon began holding evange-
listic meetings in other Oregon
towns.

After the mimeographing of the
first Plain Truth, apparently the Eu-
gene A.B. Dick Co. dealer did not
want to continue loaning me the
monthly use of a modern mimeo-
graph. He came up with an anti-
quated secondhand ancestor of the
mimeograph — an old Neostyle,
which I managed to buy for $10. I
also managed to buy a secondhand
typewriter for $10. The ancient
Neostyle was entirely hand operated.
It served us some few years.

After the two or three months’
meetings in the old Masonic building
— upstairs, with its one-room office
— I was offered an office in the old
Hampton building, across from the
post office in Eugene. My new office
rent was $5 per month.

It was a second-floor small office,
with no windows, no ventilation ex-
cept a transom into an adjoining large
room used for labor union meetings.
Whenever a union meeting was held,
we found next morning stale cigar
smoke had filtered into my office
through the transom. We could only
work a couple hours or so, and had to
leave until stale air seeped out.

In this room were a couple of
scarred old tables and a couple of old
chairs. I had no desk but these old
tables. I moved the antiquated Neo-
style and secondhand typewriter in,
and this became our office for the
next two or three years.

I wrote the articles for The Plain
Truth and cut the mimeograph sten-
cils. My wife was the “pressman.”
She hand-cranked the Neostyle,
feeding each sheet of paper one at a
time through it by hand. I was there-
fore editor and “typesetter.” She was
my ‘“data processing center,” main-
taining the mailing list on paper with
pen and ink. For filing cabinets I used
cardboard cartons obtained gratis at a
grocery store, indexing filing folders
in these cartons. They had to suffice

instead of modern steel filing cabi-
nets.

Yet it seemed to Mrs. Armstrong
and me that we were now “getting up
in the world.” From no office I had
advanced to a no-rent office, and now
I had a $5-per-month office! A single
dollar was a considerable item to us
then.

Few indeed today know the sacri-
fice, the poverty to which I had been
reduced, the hardship, the opposition,
the persecution God led me to endure
that His GOSPEL MESSAGE might be
thundered in all the world. Yes, and
for the first time since about A.D. 53
— for a duration of 1,900 years! —
that God’s Message — that of the
world’s ONLY HOPE — could now go
to kings and heads of nations over all
continents! — that God’s own
Church could be revitalized — again
raised up in our time — and its breth-
ren be awakened to GOD’S TRUTH.

[ close this chapter with a quota-
tion from the Autobiography, writ-
ten prior to or soon after the year
1960 — with a few additions I wish
now — writing in July, 1980 — to
insert. With these new additions in-
serted, I quote:

“I think it well that the reader be
given some idea of the financial hard-
ship under which God’s present
worldwide Work got under way.”
Some persecutors imply that 1 was
“in it for the money.”

“And further because an advanced
student here on the Ambassador Col-
lege campus expressed great surprise
the other day to learn that I had been
forced into abject poverty and to
labor along for 28 long and lean years
in economic hardship. He had heard
that I had been ‘knocked down’ eco-
nomically by God, somewhat as the
apostle Paul was by blindness, and
plunged into God’s service. But he
assumed that the financial ‘punish-
ment’ had consisted of some three or
four comparatively short periods of
perhaps a few weeks or months.

“So let me say right here some-
thing about conversion I find most
people do not understand.

“The REPENTANCE required by
God’s conditions to being truly con-
verted by receiving God’s Holy Spirit
is something far different than most
people suppose! It is infinitely more
than merely ‘seeing’ God’s truth, or
some of it, and being good enough to

accept and embrace it. It is some-
thing altogether different from mere-
ly agreeing with certain doctrines!”

I add now, in 1980, the question,
How MANY of you who profess to be
spiritually converted and have come
into God’s Church have had thar
kind of conversion? You saw the
TRUTH. You accepted it — perhaps
with some elation and joy. Could you
be like those in Jesus’ parable of the
sower and the seed, who “when they
have heard the word, immediately
receive it with gladness” (Mark
4:16), but are not truly converted
(CHANGED) — and do not endure and
“bring forth fruit” (verse 20)? Con-
version is MUCH MORE THAN THAT!
Continue from the Autobiography:

“Whoever you are, YOU HAVE, or
you have had, an IDOL. You have had
another ‘god’ before the true living
almighty Gob. It might be your hob-
by or your pleasure, favorite sport,
TV program or pastime — whatever
has filled your interest and your time.
It might even be your wife, your hus-
band or children. It could be your job
(if it was first in your thoughts and
affections and interests). It might be
your own vanity, your lipstick and
personal appearance (if it became
vanity). It could be your business or
profession (if it were your main goal
in life). Very often it is the opinion of
your family, your group, club or
social or business associates — and
what they think of you.

“But whatever it is, that idol must
be crushed, sMAsHED, literally torn
out of your mind, even though it
hurts more than having all your teeth
pulled out and perhaps a jawbone too!
I believe few if any experience this
process painlessly. I know of no anes-
thetic that will render it pleasurable.
How about your conversion — if
that’s what it really was?

“Now I had an idol. My whole
mind and heart was set on that idol. I
had worked hard, night and day, for
that false god. My life objective was
the intense desire — the desperate,
overpowering, driving ambition — to
become ‘successful’ in the eyes of
important business men — to be con-
sidered by them as outstandingly ‘IM-
PORTANT’ — to achieve status in the
world. I did not have a love for money
as such. But I coveted the status that
would gratify vanity! “After estab-

(Continued on page 27)
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PERSONAL

(Continued from page 1)

would have chosen, the lad David.
“He is the one I have chosen,” said
God. “The ETERNAL sees not as man
sees; for man looks on the outward
appearance, but the ETERNAL looks
on the heart.”

Man does not see things the way
God does. God says, “There is A WAY
which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of
DEATH” (Prov. 14:12)! As to how
MAN looks at it — how MAN would
choose, God says, “Lean not unto
thine own understanding” (Prov.
3:5).

How did Gob prepare the one HE
had chosen to lead you — His
Church of our time? 1 had to learn
and admit that what 1 believed was
ALL WRONG! I had to give up my
ideas, beliefs, opinions and ways. |
had to allow God to sweep my mind
clean, so HE could fill it with HIS
Truth.

Now [F this truly IS the Church of
GOD and not of THE PEOPLE — if GOD
isnot only very much /N the picture —
but FIRST and AT THE HEAD of it
— UPPERMOST in our minds —
then HOWdoes Gop run or operateit?
How did He raise up this generation or
succession of it? Just as God ALWAYS
has done when raising up anything
through humans. How is that?

All of God’s calling and election of
humans in His great overall SPIRI-
TUAL PURPOSE FOR MAN, started with
ONE MAN — Abraham. All the prom-
ises, both material, national and spiri-
tual, were made to and come to us
through Abraham — promises
passed on to Isaac and Jacob who
with Abraham became ‘‘the fa-
thers.”

When God decided to call a certain
group of humans to be His people —
His congregation or CHURCH of the
OLp Testament, He chose to lead
them ONE MAN, specially prepared
and trained for the purpose —
MosEes! God freed the Israelite slaves
— made them His NATION, His CON-
GREGATION or OLD TESTAMENT
Church. WHo really led them? GOD
did! By supernatural miracles God
took them across the Red Sea. But
the people were led by God’s chosen,
Mosks! They did not SEe God — they
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only saw the leader Gop chose —
Moses. Gop led them, through
Moses.

They became organized. Some
were put in positions over 50 people.
Some over a hundred — some over
a thousand. Among them were some
who had been elevated quite high in
the organization — men of renown
— just as in the Worldwide Church
of God today we have had men in
comparatively high office — “men
of renown.” 1 do not need to print
their names — you know who they
were.

But GOD SAYS': “Now Korah . ..
and Dathan and Abiram ... and
On... rose up before Moses, with
... two hundred and fifty princes of
the assembly [Church], famous in the
congregation [Church], men of re-
nown: And they gathered themselves
together against Moses . .. and
said ... Ye take too much upon
you . . . wherefore then lift ye up your-
selves above the congregation
[Church] ... ?”(Num. 16:1-3).

Now through Moses, God had giv-
en them important offices in the OLD
TESTAMENT Church — they were
“men of renown.” But they wanted
more — they coveted Moses’ seat!
They wanted to be chief boss! They
coveted more power!

In 1974 men of renown, in reason-
ably high position in Gop’s CHURCH
of our time, coveted MORE POWER
and AUTHORITY. I quoted the above
to them about Korah. IT MADE NO
DIFFERENCE. They conspired to take
over headship of the Church — to
depose Christ’s chosen apostle. They
had two men — vice-presidents and
of evangelist rank — men in high
position — men of renown — at
headquarters. They thought that with
these high-up men at headquarters
they could pull a coup — a POLITICAL
REVOLUTION — and the GOVERN-
MENT in the Church would cave in
under their politically conspired
plot.

But they UNDERESTIMATED the
REAL HEAD of the Church — Jesus
Christ! They thought it was a church
OF THE PEOPLE — not the Church OF
Gop! Gop simply was not in the pic-
ture in their eyes!

Christ’s apostle did not cave in.
These men WENT oUT — several of
them formed what they called the
“Associated Church” in or near

Washington, D.C. But those so *“asso-
ciated” soon fell out among them-
selves. GOD WAS NOT IN THEIR PLOT
TO TAKE OVER — NOR IN THEIR
ATTEMPT TO BUILD A NEW CHURCH
OF THEIR OWN when their attempted
coup failed! It was the ‘“‘work of
covetous MEN.” It fell flat on its face.
It came to naught!

“EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE
HOUSE, THEY LABOUR IN VAIN THAT
BUILD IT” (Ps. 127:1).

Later, other “men of renown” in
God’s Church could not see CHRIST
in the Church — only THE PEOPLE!
They were in very high position in
God’s Church — but they wanted to
make it MAN’S church. Their con-
spiracy was far more subtle than that
of 1974. They undertook to produce a
“scholarly work™ setting forth their
own distortion and perversion of the
doctrines Gop had put in His Church
through His chosen apostle. It was
done secretly. Christ’s apostle was
overseas most of the time, and it was
carefully kept from him. It was
handed out to all the ministers as the
“official doctrines of the Church.”
There were at least six or seven in
TOP offices next to Christ’s apostle in
authority — men trusted and hon-
ored. But they were going to make it
“THE CHURCH OF PEOPLE, instead of
the CHURCH OF GOD. They could not
see God nor Christ in their mental
picture of God’s Church. They were
LIBERALS! They liberalized Ambassa-
dor College. They liberalized The
Plain Truth magazine. They changed
and liberalized Church doctrines and
teachings and beliefs.

But God brought His chosen apos-
tle back from the jaws of DEATH —
from complete heart failure. God,
through His apostle, PUT THOSE MEN
our of His CHURCH. Now churches
or works OF THEIR OWN have been
started. But they overlook one thing:
“EXCEPT THE LORD BUILD THE
HOUSE, THEY LABOUR IN VAIN THAT
BUILD IT.” God is NOT raising up and
building a “house” based on resent-
ment, bitterness and strife — on an
attempt to DESTROY what GoD has
built and build something for SELF —
on an attempt to DESTROY the World-
wide Church of God by their false
witness and false accusation of
wrongdoing in God’s Church, bring-
ing about the massive lawsuit by
America’s largest state to try to take
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over and DESTROY the Church of the
living Gop! — and to build for THEM-
SELVES by “siphoning off” to their
own works the members of the
Worldwide Church of Gop!

No, this, like several other little
tiny offshoots of embittered, angered,
revenge-seeking, disfellowshipped
former members, MUST COME TO
NAUGHT! GoD is not building their
houses! So what, now, do we have?
Look at them — all now coming
DOWN — all coming to naught! They
are THE WORKS OF EMBITTERED SELF-
SEEKING MEN — ALL FALLING FLAT
ON THEIR FACES!

The only good they accomplished
was to attract out of Gop’s Church
the few malcontents, disgruntled
troublemakers. God’s ministers re-
port to me that now that those con-
tentious, accusing, bickering trouble-
makers have left their local churches,
THEY HAVE PEACE!

Of course a few well-meaning
members were honestly deceived by
these departed leaders. They have
since had their eyes opened — they
have realized their mistake and have
returned HOME into GOD’S Church.

Our Gob turns Satan’s handiwork
into blessings for His people.

The living Jesus Christ raised up
from death His apostle, whom He has
used to SET His CHURCH BACK ON
THE TRACK OF GOD!

Peace has been restored. God’s
TRUTH has been restored — the liber-
alism swept out! There is peace, har-
mony and TEAMWORK solidly behind
Christ and His chosen apostle at Pas-
adena. There is now ONE GOAL in the
Church — to COMPLETE the Work of
God around the world and to prepare
Gob’s people for Christ’s soon com-
ing! The Spirit of GOD vitalizes the
Church, draws us closer to Him and
closer to ONE ANOTHER!

Now, after some 12 years of tear-
ing down what Christ had built, once
again new members are coming in —
Church GROWTH is once again, dur-
ing 1980, up to a 30-percent increase
— as it was for 35 long years!

Today Gop ALMIGHTY and the liv-
ing Jesus CHRIST are very much IN
THE PICTURE! It is truly the CHURCH
OoF Gop — not the “church of
PEOPLE”’!

Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are
the branches . .. without me ye can
do NoTtHING” (John 15:5)! O
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lishing my publishers’ representative
business in Chicago, Ill., I aspired
some day to own one of the finest and
largest homes in the north-shore aris-
tocratic suburb of Winnetka. I
wanted to be regarded as ‘important’
by the important.”

Crashing down to reality

“I was so zealously set on accom-
plishment that it became the god I
served.

“God could not use me as long as I
had another ‘god’ more important in
my eyes than He. Of course I didn’t
know yet, then, that God intended to
use me. But when He did, tearing

sight, I could not see Gop in the
picture! But God had whittled self-
righteous Job down to size. God
drove strutting King Nebuchadnez-
zar of ancient Babylon out to eat
grass with wild beasts. God struck
down arrogant, persecuting Saul with
blindness so He could open his eyes,
convert him, change his name to the
apostle Paul. And He was adequately
able to knock me down off my imagi-
nary perch — again and again —
until T surrendered completely to
Him! I came to realize that all that
‘self-importance’ was pure illusion. 1
was brought down to reality with a
THUD!

“Then instead of vanity, ego, mis-
guided self-importance God fed me,
for 28 long years, on the raw and
scanty diet of humiliation, poverty

It is true that “where there is no vision the people
perish.” But few people realize that the source of
true vision is God. . . . this great Work . . . is the
Work of God, not of man, and the vision and
planning has been that of Jesus Christ.

that false ambition out of me was like
yanking out, root and branch, my
very life itself — for it had been my
life! It was smashing dead everything
I had lived and worked for!

“So God started the process by
first taking away my business by
bankrupting my every major client.”
That included such giant corpora-
tions as Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Co., the J.T. Case farm implement
company, John Deere & Co., Dalton
Adding Machine Co. and others —
all in the flash depression of 1920
went into receivership. “Twice, later,
He swept businesses that promised
multimillion-dollar rewards right out
from under my feet. He brought me
down to poverty and hunger!”

I felt 1 had become like King
Midas in reverse — everything I
touched turned to nothing!

By hard work, driving myself, re-
sourcefulness, persuasion and deter-
mination I had built, by age 28, an
income equal to, in the 1980-dollar
value, $175,000 a year!

“But the bigger they come, as the
saying is, the harder they fall! And all
that ego came crashing down, down,
DOWN! 1 had been so big, in my own

and hunger!” Yet on surrender and
conversion, He began feeding me also
on FAITH replacing self-confidence,
TRUTH replacing worldly acquisition,
the way of His law — LOVE, GIVING,
SHARING — replacing carnal GET-
TING!

“Had God allowed me to suffer
financial reverses, even to the point of
experiencing real hunger, for a day or
a year, I might have regained the
same sense of materialistic ambition,
once back on my financial feet.

“But God had in mind, as events
since have proved, using me as His
instrument in preparing the way for
the KiNgpDoM oF Gop — for WORLD
PEACE — for universal happiness, joy
and salvation. And to that end, for a
growing worldwide Work involving
tremendous expenditures in His ser-
vice. He knew that He could never
entrust me to handle millions of dol-
lars of His money, so long as my heart
remained set on personal STATUS,
self-importance and things money
could buy to exalt self-vanity.

“But please do not misunderstand.
It is not wrong in God’s sight to have
or enjoy the good material things in
life. God’s greatest men, Abraham,
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Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, were prosperous
and wealthy men. God Himself pros-
pered them because their ways were
right before Him. Although God al-
lowed Satan to take away Job’s
wealth it was not because his wealth
was a sin — but to humble Job from
his sin of self-righteousness. Once
Job’s vanity was deflated, God re-
stored his material wealth DOUBLE!
What is wrong, and therefore sinful,
is setting our hearts on these material
things instead of God’s TRUE VALUES!
The love of material things — the
VANITY of exalting the self above
God — of wanting the praise of
PEOPLE by coveting STATUS in their
eyes — these are the evil things God
wants rooted out. When the heart is
set on such things, the CHARACTER
shrinks inwardly and dries up.
THANK Gobp He saved me from such
a fate by 28 years of poverty and
humility!”

Dying to live!

“I was not converted until 1 was
brought to the place where I realized
my own NOTHINGNESS and God’s
GREATNESS — until Satan’s injected
VANITY was driven out and the ego
was completely whipped, defeated,
conquered! When I came to consider
myself as a worthless ‘hunk of human
junk’ not even worth throwing on the
junk pile — the self-exalting ego con-
quered — completely REPENTANT for
the way I had traveled — now ready
to TURN FROM that former life —
I told God I was now ready to GIVE
myself and my life to Him! I didn’t
then see how He could use it, but if
He could He could have it. Jesus
Christ had bought and paid for it
with His life’s blood!

“But let me say to the reader, IF
God could take that completely de-
feated, worthless life, and use it to
develop and build what HE HAS
DONE, He can take your life, too, and
use it — and in due time convert it
into a very immortal SPIRIT-COM-
POSED, GOD-BEING as one of His chil-
dren in the glorious KINGDOM OF
Gop! There is NO END to what He
may do with YOUR life, ultimately!
UNDERSTAND, what has happened
since gives me no glory! But it mag-
nifies the power and glory of Gop to
take such a worthless but submissive
tool and accomplish what HE pur-
poses through it!”
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But don’t ever suppose it comes
easy! You will receive a portion —
probably a very small portion at first
— of God’s Holy Spirit upon a REAL
REPENTANCE, FAITH and baptism.
Repentance is far more than RE-
MORSE! I know a man who could shed
almost “buckets of tears” in remorse
— but always tomorrow was another
day and he had not really changed at
all! As I said, had God kept me in
poverty only a day or a year, I might
have reverted right back to the same
old ways. REPENT means to TURN
FrROM! It means the DEATH of the old
self. It means a CHANGED and a NEW
LIFE in CHRiIST! It is often a very
PAINFUL process — it was for me!

But consider this! You were not

The REPENTANCE
required by God’s
conditions to being truly
converted . . . is
something far different
than most people
suppose! It is infinitely
more than merely
“seeing”’ God’s
truth . . . and being good
enough to . . . embrace it.

born with ‘“human nature” as we
know it. Neither were you born with
God’s divine nature!

What we call human nature is sub-
tly and gradually injected by SATAN
the great DECEIVER! He is the “prince
of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2).
As radio sounds and television pic-
tures come into your home through
the air, so Satan’s nature comes into
every human as soon as the baby
mind begins to function! SATAN
BROADCASTS! Not in sounds, words or
pictures — but in ATTITUDES,
THOUGHTS, IMPULSES!

But Satan broadcasts into the in-
fant mind only little by little — self-
ishness, coveting, vanity, then grad-
ually jealousy and envy, resentment
of authority over one, a spirit of com-
PETITION, the desire to “GET,” to
take, to have, to accumulate. This evil
nature grows little by little.

When one is converted — when
God calls, opens one’s eyes to His

TRUTH, brings a real REPENTANCE
from these ways of “GET” — that is,
a turning FROM those human ways
Satan pumped in — one cannot re-
ceive GOD’S HOLY, DIVINE NATURE in
its complete FULLNESS all at once!
Not any more than you received
Satan’s nature all at once!

One must GROW in grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ! Old ways and habits
must be rooted out. A newborn baby
doesn’t learn to walk all at once. One
does not OVERCOME the former life,
old habits, all at once. In his MIND —
in the inner INTENTION — one makes
the full decision to CHANGE all at
once. He intends to, means to do so,
but is unable to become spiritually
perfect all at once.

I did deeply MEAN TO give my life
over to CHRIST at conversion. But I
did not succeed all at once in doing
that job perfectly and completely —
nor can You! So do not become dis-
couraged. It is the OVERCOMERS who
shall reign with Christ. I am still
overcoming! So, 1 hope, are you!

Growth of the Church

As each individual child of God
must GROwW — and gradually, not
attain perfection at one bound all at
once — s0 God’s Church in our time
has had to Grow!

I did carry on continual personal
six-nights-a-week campaigns for some
time. Radio broadcasting in due time
leaped into Salem and Portland, Ore.
— then Spokane, Wash., then Los
Angeles, Calif., then COAST TO COAST!
Little by little The Plain Truth grew.
Little churches were formed from my
personal campaigns, but because there
was no minister to feed the flock, each
soondied. Cooperation continued with
the Salem, W.Va., offshoot, and also
with the Stanberry Church of God
bodies. Persecution from their minis-
ters continued.

By 1946 I planned definitely, as
Christ led, to raise up Ambassador
College in Pasadena. Headquarters
were moved there. The college
started Oct. 8, 1947. Beginning 1951
and 1952 a few graduates became
ministers. New churches sprang up.
It was a story of GROWTH! As you
and I, as individuals, must GROW in
spite of adversity, so the Church and
Work has GROWN. JESUS CHRIST DID
IT ALL! O
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