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Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong

announces organization of God’s Church

on Biblical pattern

By Herbert W. Armstrong

HE LIVING JESUS

CHRIST, Head of God’s
Church, has set God’s
Church in order — setting it
back on the track of God’s
form of organization.

To understand wHyY and
HOW, all members need to
read carefully, and seri-
ously, every word of this ar-
ticle — starting at the
BEGINNING of the present
era of the Church of God.

God began revealing His
TRUTH to me over 50 years
ago. But He did notreveal it all
at once. First He opened my
eyes to the fact that the
churches calling themselves
Christian did not take their
teachings from the Bible— but
in many — perhaps most —
instances were teaching pre-
cisely opposite to God”s Word.

For example, I had been reared
in a respected Protestant denomi-
nation to believe I was an immor-
tal soul, and that on death I would
‘‘passaway’’ either to hell, where
I would be tormented by burning
forever, yet never being burned
up — or I would go to heaven.

Rude awakening

It was a rude awakening in-
deed! God was calling me for a
PURPOSE, and He started at the
outset by erasing from my mind
all the false teachings I had ac-
cepted without question.

But God did not reveal to me
ALL of His truth at once.

At the time we were living in
Portland, Ore. — 1926-27. I had
answered my wife’s challenge by
saying, ““All of these churches
can’t be wrong — and they get
their teachings from the Bible.”
Therefore I assumed that the Bible
said, ‘“Thou shalt observe Sun-
day.”” ButI soon learned, on look-
ing into the Bible for myself, that
the Bible taught the very opposite
— and that all these churcheswere
wrong!

God brought me thiough the
most traumatic experience of my
life up to that time. I was brought
to see that everything 1 had been
taught about God and His truth
was false. God ‘swept my mind
clean of all these false teachings.

In-depth study °

My original six-months’
in-depth study and research
proved to me: 1) the existence of
God, and 2) the infallibility of
His Word as originally inspired.

It also brought me to complete
repentance and FAITH in Jesus
Christ. At that time, the spring of
1927, 1 made the complete sur-
render to God and gave my entire
life, literally, to God — as I then
said, *‘/F He coulduse it.”” Hedid
use it, and for this past half cen-
tury my mind and attitude has
been subjected to God, as He has
used me as His instrument.

However, this six months’
study that led me to conversion
and baptism, brought some ques-
tions. I'was SURE of God, of Christ
and of the authority of the Bible.

‘““But,”” 1 asked myself,
““where is God’s own TRUE
Church?’’ I read that the gates of
the grave would never prevail
against God’s Church.

Of all the writings I could find,
the one church having the most
biblical truth was the Church of
God, Seventh Day, with head-
quarters in Stanberry, Mo. My
wife and I began fellowshipping
with their Oregon members, but
not joining their church. I was
ordained June, 1931, by the
Oregon Conference of the Church
of God, which had broken off
from the Stanberry-based church.

In 1933 —orit mighthave been
later, 1932 — the leader of the
church was ousted by one vote.
His name was A.N. Dugger. He
then ‘‘reorganized’’ the church
with what he called “‘the BIBLE
form of organization’’ and
started a new church with head-
quarters at Salem, W.Va. About
half the Stanberry-based mem-
bers went into this new Dugger
church. But we in the Oregon
Conference, with whom my wife

. and 1 were fellowshipping, knew

that definitely the new Dugger-

It is appropriate, at this
time, to bring you up-to-date
on The Good News. It has had
a long history.

The Good News was first
established in 1933 as a
mimeographed monthly paper
for members of the Church of
God during the days of the
OREGON CONFERENCE OF THE
CHURCH OF GOD.

Thus it antedates the begin-
ning of the  present
WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD.
The parent local church of the
present WORLDWIDE CHURCH

EDITOR’S NOTE

By Herbert W. Armstrong

OF GoD was the Church of God
at Eugene, Ore., organized in
August, 1933, with 19 mem-
bers. Though the first radio
broadcasting was in October,
1933, the regular weekly pro-
gram, which became The
World Tomorrow program on
radio, beganJan. 7, 1934.The
Plain Truth began with Vol. I,
No. 1, a humble mimeo-
graphed paper, Feb. 1, 1934.

For members only

The Good News was estab-
lished as a Church organ to

reach ONLY members of God’s
Church. The Plain Truth,
gaining subscribers from an-
nouncements on the radio
broadcast, was established as
our magazine to reach the
world with the Gospel. This is
the way God inspired me —
just TWO magazines — one for
members ONLY, one to carry
THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD,
announced over radioand TV.
1 should never have allowed a
deviation.

Along in 1952-53, financial
(See EDITOR'S NOTE, page 4)

type organization was NOT the
Bible form of organization.

Church in Eugene

It was in August, 1933, that the
present Worldwide Church of
God was formed in Eugene, Ore.
It resulted from an evangelistic
campaign of six days a week for
six weeks, which [ held just out-
side of Eugene. God had called
me as pastor — a fact never ques-
tioned. As proved *‘by the fruits’’
of the past 45 years, God had
committed to me THE GREAT
COMMISSION — to take Christ’s
Gospel Message of the Kingdom
of God 10 ALL THE WORLD.

But though God had called and
chosen me as His apostle, I was
nevertheless HUMAN, and, as I
said above, 1 did not learn ALL of
God's Truth at once. I had, before
this, come to understand the basic
‘*roots and trunk of the tree’’ of
Truth, but God has continued,
through the years, to reveal more
of His truth, even up to the pres-
ent,

But in the matter of GOD’'S
form of church organization, we
all, in 1933, had become con-
fused. We in Oregon knew that
what A.N. Dugger had devised
was NOT the Bible pattern of
church organization. This I did
know definitely: that God’s form
of organization was from the Top
down. The top authority was GoD,
the Father. Next under Him was
the living Jesus Christ, the HEAD
OF THE CHURCH OF GOD. Next
under Christ was the apostle
whom HE CHOSE and used. It
was the living CHRIST who built
God’sChurchoftoday, andGop’s
WORK, using me as His human
instrument. That fact 1S UNQUES-
TIONED IN THE CHURCH TODAY,
AS EXEMPLIFIED BY THE FRUITS.

As to Church organization and
government, 1 appointed, in
Eugene, Ore., under me, an elder
and two deacons. This wasstrictly
according to God' s biblical form.

Work started

THE WORK of God, which
the Church had been added to

_ back up and assist, was started by

myself, with only my wife as full-
time assistant. I started the radio

broadcasting program in January,
1934, and The Plain Truth in Feb-
ruary, 1934. The Good News, as
the organ for our members, had
started earlier in 1933.

The Work GrEw. God con-
tinued to ADD to His Church such
asHE called to back up the GREAT
commission, and to develop
the godly, holy and righ-
teous CHARACTER to qualify them
to be made kings and priests
UNDER CHRIST, after His return
to earth as KING of kings at the
beginning of the millenial
rule.

For 35 years the WORK OF GOD
grew steadily at the rate of approx-
imately 30 percent a year. [ do not
know of any organization, secular
or of God, that has shown so re-
markable growth, starting from
NOTHING financially (though we
started with something greater —
FAITH in the living Christ as HEAD
of the Church and the work). This_
Work wasbuilt literally on FAITH,
The living Christ blessed it richly,
even though there was carnal op-
position and persecution from the
beginning.

Unmatched growth

Read carefully now. As the
Work grew, so did human organi-
zation to work UNDER me in get-
ting God’s Work done. Then,
after this 35-year unmatched
GROWTH with God’s blessing, 1
made abasic mistake, which I did
not then realize was contrary to
Gop's form of organization. It
was a detail that NONE in the
Church realized wasunscriptural.

It happened this way: As the
Work continued growing and
growing, especially after the
foundation of Ambassador Col-
lege, my younger son, Garner
Ted, had become converted. Mr.
Roderick C. Meredith hadentered
Ambassador College as a student
beginning its third year, fall of
1949. He was developing as a
leader under me. He saw the rapid
strides my son Garner Ted was
making at the time, spiritually.
My elder son, Richard D. (Dick),
was growing spiritually too, but at
a slower and more steady rate.

Mr. Meredith began to urge me
to make Garner Ted vice presi-
dent, under me, in the Work. I
thought it a good suggestion.
Along about 1956 and thereafter,
Garner Ted showed aptitude for
broadcasting and began occa-
sional broadcasting.

Meanwhile I was going in per-
son, with our advertising agent of

(Continued on page 3)
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that time, to. managers of radio
stations all over the United States,
especially the major 50,000-watt
stations, .obtaining time for a
DAILY tialf-hour program. This is
what, more than any other physi-
cal means we used, BUILT THE
WORK — kept it growing 30 per-
cent a year!

Style of delivery

In those days Ted followed his
father’s style of delivery, and lis-

tenerscouldnot tell whetheritwas -

Garner Ted or myself speaking.
He always, in those days, ended
the program by saying, ‘‘This is
Garner Ted Armstrong, speaking
for my father, Herbert W. Arm-
strong.”” At first Ted did only a
few of the programs. But, as more
and more of my time was con-
sumed in visiting station manag-
ers, | turned more and more of
the broadcasting over to my son.

Meanwhile my elder son,
Dick, had grown spiritually and in
ability until I thought within my-
self that perhaps 1 should have
made him vice president instead
of Ted. Dick died in the summer
of 1958 as the result of an au-
tomobile crash while on a baptiz-
ing trip. Meanwhile 1 had made
Mr. Meredith second vice presi-
dent. 2

In 1973 I wrote a revised intro-
duction to the sixth edition of my
autobiography. After 1969-70 the
income had begun to fall off, and
the membership growth had
slowed significantly. Also we
were beginnifig to cut back on the
number of radio stations. Garner
Ted was producing documentary,

secular and political-oriented
telecasts. Nevertheless, writing
of the first 35 years of this latter-
day WORK OF GOD, ending 1969, 1
wrote some astonishing FACTS of
that 35 years.

- State of the Work

. Read this carefully. It is
IMPORTANT, if you are to under-
stand the STATE OF THE WORK as
of TopAy! Here are excerpts from
it:

Quotes from that astonishing
FACTUAL introduction: ‘‘From
beginnings humble and small
without parallel, to the magnitude
of today’s worldwide impact is
the, story of GROWTH UNBELIE V-
ABLE — it is the incredible story of
something never done before —
NEVER DONE THIS WAY.”’

Continuing: ‘‘Every phase of
this globe- girding Work has been
something altogether unique —a
first — the blazing of a new trail.
. .. The Worldwide Church of
God, behind these global enter-
prises, is altogether UNIQUE on
the earth — practicing as it does
the REVEALED WAYS [emphasis
here added] of the living Creator
God.™” )

Letme interject here tosay that,
although 1did not fully realize it at

* the time, my son and those around

him DID NOT FULLY AGREE WITH
THOSE WAYS — and they were
being gradually departed from.'

God’s administration
Speaking of GOD’S WAYS of

administration, the introduction
continues: **This entire Work has

. belied all traditional experience.:

It has reversed accepted (worldly)

procedures. . . This, truly, isone
of the most incredible success
stories of our time. There isavery
significant reason. For it is the
story of what THE LIVING GODCAN
DO — and has done— through a
human instrument, called and
chosen by HiM — whose eyes He
opened to astonishing TRUTH —
one HE reduced to humble
obedience, yielded in faith, and
DEDICATED TO GOD’S WAYS!”’

Christ built Work

Now to the CENTRAL TRUTH
leading into today’s state of the
Work. Brethren, READ THIS
SERIOUSLY! Jesus Christ, the liv-
ing HEAD of God’s Church,
started this present era of His

Work through me. 1 pID NoT
' BUILD THE WORK OR THE CHURCH
— the living Christ built it, using
me as His instrument and His
apostle.

But I made the mtstake,
unrealizing that mistake, of al-
lowing an office of authority to be
injected BETWEEN ME AND. THE
MINISTRY AND CHURCH!

For the first 35 years of this
Work, I was the sole human in
supreme command, UNDER
CHRIST. There was opposition and
persecution — from without —
but THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF
WHO WAS IN CHARGE! During
those 35 years the Church and the
Work GREW AND GREW AND
GREW! It had Christ's BLESS-

TAPED SERMON — Herberi W
broadcast. [Photo by Ron Prociw]

Armstrong speaks to Tucson, Ariz.,

Church members May 27. The sermon was Qaped for a future television

ING!

I knew that GOD’S FORM OF OR-
GANIZATION is FROM THE TOP
DOWN. I DID NOT. REALIZE that
allowing an office of authority to
be interjected BETWEEN me and.
the Church was contrary to God’s
form of human organization.

WHAT RESULTED? Great confu-
sion grew in the Church — espe-
cxally in and around headquarters.

‘“WHO IS REALLY IN AU-
THORITY?”’ many wondered,
perplexed. The Work STOPPED
GROWING.

More knowledge

But at last God has opened my
eyestoamore detailed knowledge
of HIS FORM OF HUMAN
ORGANIZATION.

Now I want to take youdirect to
GOD’S WORD!

The first human organizational
procedure there recorded is that of
Moses. The PEOPLE did not elect
Moses — Gop CHOSE HiM! Under

‘Moses were captains over
thousands, and captains over
hundreds, over fifties and over
tens. '

BUT NO ONE was interjected
in authority BETWEEN Moses
and the captains of thousands!
There were 600,000 men. Men
and women approximately
1,200,000. Adding children,
there were at least THREE MILLION
Israelites. That means aminimum
of three- to four-thousand captains
under -Moses, and NO MAN BE-
TWEEN THEM AND MOSES!

Once Moses’ brother Aaron
and sister Miriam challenged
Moses’ authority and attempted

(Continued on page 4)
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to interject themselves between
Moses and the people. GoD
STERNLY REBUKED THEM and
punished Miriam!

Korah’s rebellion

Another time Korah attempted
to challenge Moses’ authority and
step in between him and the peo-

" ple. GOD PUNISHED HIM by caus-
ing him and his family to be swal-
lowed up by the earth!

After Moses God ruled Israel
through Joshua, whom_Gop had
chosen (not the people), then by
judges whom God appointed and
used, then by Eli, then Samuel.
BothEli’ssons and Samuel’s sons
were subversive to God’srule, but
NEVER ALLOWED TO TAKE OVER
AUTHORITY!

Under Samuel THE PEOPLE
wanted to become SECULAR, and
have aking like the pagan nations.
But God appointed their king —
Saul. Saul came to have an evil
spirit, and his dynasty stopped
with him.

Next God sent Samuel to the
House of Jesse where Gop had
chosen the next king. Samuel and
the people wanted Jesse’s elder
sons but God rejected them. HE
CHOSE DAVID.

David came torule, but he ruled
under God, and THERE WAS NO
OFFICE OF AUTHORITY BETWEEN
HIM AND THE PEOPLE.

Two of David’s sons sought to
TAKE OVER the rule, but Gop
pID NOT ALLow IT! God had
chosen Solomon.

Now come to the time of Christ.
Jesus called and trained apostles,
but PETER was in authority next
under CHRIST. At the conference
at Jerusalem to settle a dispute at

Antioch (Acts 15), it was PETER
who rose up and settled the dis-
pute (Acts 15:7). James was the
pastor of the headquarters church,
and forreasons of protocol, James
made official Peter’s decision
(verses 13-21). Paul, specially
called and chosen by Christ, was
giventhe rule of administering the
Work of the Gospel to the Gen-
tiles, and Peter *‘to the circumci-
sion’” (Galatians 2:7-8). But NO
ONE HAD AUTHORITY UNDER
THEM, able to cut off the chain of
authority at that point.

God blessed Work

As long as GOD’S APOSTLE was
acknowledged by all as supreme
in authority UNDER THE LIVING
CHRIST, GOD BLESSED HIS WORK,
ANDITGREW 30 percent a year for
35 years. After an office was al-
lowed to be interjected BETWEEN
me and the Church, GOD WITH-
DREW HIS BLESSING, and the
GROWTH STOPPED!

Brethren, the Head of this
Church, JESUS CHRIST, has now,
through me, ELIMINATED THE OF-
FICE OF EXECUTIVE VICE
PRESIDENT, which was AN UN-
SCRIPTURAL OFFICE. Indeed the
title of vice president (and we fi-
nally came to have several of
them), went to the heads of too
many and proved harmful to the
Work. Therefore, through me,
the living CHRIST has abolished
the worldly and secular title of
vice president!

Work not finished

JESUS CHRIST, through me, has
now set the Church and God’s
WORK back on the track so that,
once again, CHRIST is the living
HEAD of the Church and Work!

One more point needs clarifica-
tion in the minds of you brethren.
Some have said, ‘‘Well, WHO is
going to succeed as HEAD of the
Church if Mr. Herbert W. Arm-
strong dies soon?’’ Rumors have
gone out that I may not live much
longer. Brethren, THERE IS NO IN-
STANCE IN THE BIBLE WHERE GOD
CHOSE A MAN FOR A COMMISSION
AND THEN LET HIM DIE BEFORE
THAT COMMISSION WAS FINISHED!
The Work of the GREAT
CcoMMISSION, which God commit-
ted to me, has not, in my judg-
ment, been FINISHED!

Moses was started on his com-
mission at age 80. He continued

for40 yearsto age 120. He had led
the children of Israel to the prom-
ised land, though they had not yet
entered it. Moses’ commission
was finished. But in all these
years, Moses’ natural force of
mind and spirit HAD NOT ABATED
(Deuteronomy  34:7).

It is not for me to choose one to
succeed me inoffice. CHRISTisthe
LIVING HEAD of the Church. Do
you TRUST HIM?

He has put God’s Church back
on GoD’s track.. Praise God for it!
Expect the blessing of God to step
His Work forwardonce againasin
the days prior to 1969.

" Jhe BULLETIN

of the CRURCHES of GOD in Oregon
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‘GOOD NEWS’ HISTORY — Reproduced here are front pages of the April, 1934,
Bulletin, a forerunner of The Good News; the February, 1939, Good News, the first
issue with that title; and the April, 1951, Good News, the first time it appeared as a

Editor’s note

(Continued from page 1)
conditions forced us to discon-
tinue temporarily The Plain
Truth. The circulation had
grownquite large, and, withno
subscription-price income or
advertising revenue, it had be-
come too costly to continue
publishing for a time. Instead
we continued The Good News,
sent to members and co-
workers, beginningatthat time
to include articles forradio lis-
teners. At that time I began
offering The Good News (no
subscription price) to radio lis-
teners.

Later, I believe it was in
1953, we were able to resume
The Plain Truth as an
evangelistic magazine, carry-
ing the Gospel to radio listen-
ers. Once again The Good
News became a magazine with
circulation limited to mem-
bers only.

Beginning this issue, we are
again restoring The Good
News name in place of the
name Worldwide News.

In every way we are now
putting the Work of the living
GoD back on the track, as HE
originally established it.

IN TUCSON — Her-
bert W. Armstrong
speaks to the Tucson,
Ariz., congregation
May 27 in a sermon
that was also taped
for a future television
broadcast. Another
taping was made
June 3 for the series.
More tapings are
scheduled. [Photos
by Ron Prociw and
Mark Streapy]

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

(Continued from page 2)
that which must be done. We are all with
you all the way . . .

We also received the very informa-
tional and encouraging Pastor's Report
today. . . In it we are given the reorgani-
zation of the educational arm of God's
Church. It is simple and straightfor-
ward and smacks of the direct approach
without frills or tag-ends. It will get
the job done!

The Big Sandy church, while greatly
influenced and affected by the cancellation
of the undergraduate school of Ambas-
sador College, has exhibited no sign of

" fears for the future of the Work . . . only

exhilaration over your continuing im-
provement healthwise, and your positive
leadership. . .

The only negative responses I've heard
have come from those directly involved
with the students and faculty affected, and
some who have been in close relationships
with them. All others seem to be looking
for great things to begin developing under
your direct leadership. We are rejoicing
with you, but realize what a tremendous
undertaking it is for you and all the others
with you.

Tknow Mr. Stanley Rader’s address, so
will forward this to you through him. He
already knows how much I have ap-
preciated his enormous support in your
behalf, but I'll address a note of encour-
agement to him along with this expression
of appreciation forall youare undertaking.

Selmer Hegvold
Big Sandy, Tex.

bR - -3

‘Good News’ missed
This is a little note just to let you know
how much we miss The Good News. 1 was
wondering if it would be possible to get this
magazine out to the brethren again? It
doesn't have to be printed on good paper,
even cheap newsprint would be just fine,
‘We don't need the coloured pictures either,
but those meaty articles, mainly for the
feeding of the brethren, are really being
missed.
Mrs. M. Berdin
Toronto, Ont.



